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National Formosa University
Regulations and Requirements of
Master’s Program in Business Management
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Article 1 The regulation is formulated according to the academic regulations of
National Formosa University.
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Article 2 Students of the Master’s program in Business Management (hereinafter
referred to as the master’s program) are expected to complete their studies
in one to four years.
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Article 3 Students of the master’s program must complete at least 42 credits
(including the master's thesis) and meet the English proficiency standards as
listed in Article 6 before graduation, and must pass the thesis defense
examination.
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Article 4 The coursework of the students must be approved by the chairperson of
department for the first semester. Students must consult their advisors
regarding course selection since the second semester of the first academic
year.
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Article 5 Students must choose their advisors from the list of full-time faculty

members of the master’s program and submit the “Thesis Advisor
Consent Form” before the midterm of the second semester of the first
academic year. Co-advisor outside the master’s program can only be
suggested by the advisor and approved by the chairperson of department.
The change of the advisor must be approved by the original advisor, the
prospective advisor, and the chairperson, and the change is limited to one
time. The change must be done at least 6 months before graduation.
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Article 6 Students must pass the Intermediate level of The General English
Proficiency Test (or the English examination of the same level or above) or
take at least one English-taught course offered by the College of
Management before graduation.
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Article 7 In addition to completing the required courses (including the Academic

N

Research Ethics Education course) and credits, students must publish at
least one research article related to their thesis research in peer-review
academic journals or conferences (oral presentation on the site is required)
with the affiliation of National Formosa University. The thesis advisor can
recommend a thesis defense examination for students if they meet the above
requirements. Students must submit the thesis (attached similarity report
with lower than 25% references excluded) after passing the examination,
the department will submit it to the school for awarding a master’s degree.
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Article 8 Students may not take more than 12 credits per semester. If students’
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average academic score of the previous semester is above 85, 3 extra credits
can be obtained. If the course exceeds the credit limit for other reasons, the
course plan and relevant supporting documents must be submitted first, and
course selection can only be made after the approval of the advisor and the

chairperson.
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Artcile 9 Students are required to take a minimum of 15 credits from the following

elective courses during their length of study. The courses are Human
Resource Management (3 credits/3 hours), Corporate Financial
Management (3 credits/3 hours), Marketing Management (3 credits/3 hours),

Technology Management (3 credits/3 hours), Strategic Management (3
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credits/3 hours), Information Management (3 credits/3 hours), and
Entrepreneurship (3 credits/3 hours).
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Article 10 Master’s program students seeking early graduation must fulfill all course
and credit requirements stipulated by the Department, maintain a
minimum grade of 70 in every course, and achieve an average semester
grade of at least 88. In addition, students must publish their master's
thesis—under the Department’s affiliation—after enrollment in a
peer-reviewed journal indexed in either the domestic TSSCI database or
international databases such as SSCI, SCI, FLI, ABI, EconLit, Scopus,
or ESCI, and must obtain an official letter of acceptance.

Students who meet the above criteria, receive a recommendation from
their thesis advisor, and gain approval from the Department Affairs
Committee may be considered for early graduation.

Students who publish one qualifying article may graduate in 1.5 years;
those who publish two may graduate in one year.

This regulation does not apply to students enrolled through the

Department’s pre-graduate program.
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Article 11 Degree examination shall be conducted once before the end of each
semester. A graduate student shall apply for the degree examination in
accordance with the following regulations:
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A. Postgraduates shall submit their applications to the department in
accordance with the schedules specified in the regulations or
announcements.

B. One month before the commencement of the degree examination,
postgraduates shall compile academic transcripts for the previous
academic year(s) and submit them, along with the degree examination
application form, to the University. After convening relevant meetings
at the department to review and confirm that the thesis topic aligns
with the professional field, the application shall be submitted to the
university for approval.
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Article 12 Thesis defense examination committee members are 3 to 5 members,
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Including at least 1 member outside of the university and the chairperson
shall appoint one member as the convener of the exam. The members of
the committee must have research expertise in the field of the student’s
research topic and possess at least one of the following qualifications:
A. Be a current or former professor, associate professor, or assistant
professor;
B. Be a current academician or a current or former researcher, associate
researcher, or assistant researcher at the Academia Sinica;
C. Hold a Ph.D. degree with a distinguished record of achievement in his or
her field,;
D. Have a distinguished record of achievement or practical experience in an

unusual or highly specialized academic discipline or profession.
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The detailed standards for determining the qualifications listed above under

C and D shall be set out and approved by the department affairs meeting.
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Acrticle 13 If the relationship between committee members and the graduate student

meets any of the third-degree relatives, the said person(s) will not be

permitted to serve as an advisor or on the committee.
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Article 14 The thesis defense examination shall be conducted orally, though a written
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exam may be given if deemed necessary. All thesis defense examinations
shall be conducted in accordance with the following regulations:

A. The oral thesis defense examination is held in public, and the time,
location, and topic of the thesis must be announced at least one week in
advance.

B. All members of the thesis defense examination committee are expected
to be present at the examination in person and may not authorize a
proxy to represent him or her. At least three members of the
examination committee must be present for the examination to be held.

C. The advisor shall serve as a committee member but can not be the
chairperson.
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D. The grade for the thesis defense examination shall be the average of all
the grades given by the thesis committee members present. The passing
grade for the examination will be 70 and full grade will be 100.
However, if one-half or more of the members of a thesis defense
examination committee give the examinee a grade lower than 70 points,
the grade will not be averaged.

E. If plagiarism or any other forms of cheating are found in the thesis, after
investigation and confirmation of the violation(s) by the examination
committee, the examinee will be deemed to have failed the examination.

F. Students who fail to pass their thesis defense examination may apply to
take a second examination.
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Article 15 Students who fail to pass their thesis defense examination and who have
not exceeded their maximum period of study may apply to take a second
examination in the following semester or academic year. Students who fail
to pass their defense examination a second time will be required to
withdraw from the university.
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Article 16 The deadline for submitting the final master’s thesis is January 31 for the
first semester and July 31 for the second semester following the thesis
defense examination. Students who miss this deadline for submitting
their thesis but have not yet exceeded their maximum period of study
shall register for the semester following their thesis defense examination
and submit their thesis before the deadline for that semester. They will be
considered to have graduated that semester. Those students who miss the
deadline for submitting their thesis and have reached the limit of their
maximum period of study will be deemed to have failed their thesis

defense examination and be required to withdraw from the university.
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Article 17 The thesis (and the abstract) must be primarily written in Chinese and
comply with the rules of the National Central Library. Students must
upload an electronic version of the abstract and must also submit three
copies of the thesis (one for the department and two for the display in the
library).
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Article 18 Matters not mentioned herein shall be governed by relevant regulations.
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Article 19 Revisions of the regulations are passed at the department affairs meeting,
reviewed by the course committees at the College of Management and
the University levels, and submitted for approval at an academic affairs

meeting. Amendments must follow the same procedure.
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The Regulations were drawn up in Chinese and translated into English. In the event of

any discrepancy between the two versions, the original Chinese version shall prevail.
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